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ARTICLE 15: CLARIFICATION OF 
DOPING CONTROL
RESPONSIBILITIES

15.1 Event Testing

The collection of Samples for Doping Control does and

should take place at both International Events and

National Events. However, except as otherwise

provided below, only a single organization should be

responsible for initiating and directing Testing during

the Event Period. At International Events, the

collection of Doping Control Samples shall be initiated

and directed by the international organization which is

the ruling body for the Event (e.g., the International

Olympic Committee for the Olympic Games, the

International Federation for a World Championship,

and Pan-American Sports Organisation for the Pan

American Games). At National Events, the collection of

Doping Control Samples shall be initiated and directed

by the designated National Anti-Doping Organization

of that country. 
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[Comment to Article 15: To be effective,
the anti-doping effort must involve
many Anti-Doping Organizations
conducting strong programs at both the
international and national levels. Rather
than limiting the responsibilities of one
group in favor of the exclusive

competency of the other, the Code
manages potential problems associated
with overlapping responsibilities, first by
creating a much higher level of overall
harmonization and, second, by
establishing rules of precedence and
cooperation in specific areas.]
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15.1.1 If an Anti-Doping Organization which is not

responsible for initiating and directing

Testing at an Event nevertheless desires to

conduct additional Testing of Athletes at the

Event during the Event Period, the Anti-
Doping Organization shall first confer with

the ruling body of the Event to obtain

permission to conduct, and to coordinate, any

additional Testing. If the Anti-Doping
Organization is not satisfied with the

response from the ruling body of the Event,
the Anti-Doping Organization may ask WADA
for permission to conduct additional Testing
and to determine how to coordinate such

additional Testing. WADA shall not grant

approval for such additional Testing before

consulting with and informing the ruling body

for the Event.

15.2 Out-of-Competition Testing

Out-of-Competition Testing shall be initiated and

directed by both international and national organizations.

Out-of-Competition Testing may be initiated and directed

by: (a) WADA; (b) the International Olympic Committee or

International Paralympic Committee in connection with

[Comment to Article 15.1.1: Before
giving approval to a National Anti-
Doping Organization to initiate and
conduct Testing at an International
Event, WADA shall consult with the
international organization which is the
ruling body for the Event. Before giving
approval to an International Federation
to initiate and conduct Testing at a
National Event, WADA shall consult with

the National Anti-Doping Organization
of the country where the Event takes
place. The Anti-Doping Organization
"initiating and directing Testing" may,
if it chooses, enter into agreements
with other organizations to which it
delegates responsibility for Sample
collection or other aspects of the
Doping Control process.]

[Comment to Article 15.2: Additional
authority to conduct Testing may be
authorized by means of bilateral or

multilateral agreements among
Signatories and governments.]
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the Olympic Games or Paralympic Games; (c) the

Athlete's International Federation; or (d) any other Anti-
Doping Organization that has Testing jurisdiction over

the Athlete as provided in Article 5.1 (Test Distribution

Planning). Out-of-Competition Testing shall be

coordinated through ADAMS where reasonably feasible

in order to maximize the effectiveness of the combined

Testing effort and to avoid unnecessary repetitive Testing
of individual Athletes.

15.3 Results Management, Hearings and Sanctions

Except as provided in Article 15.3.1 below, results

management and hearings shall be the responsibility

of and shall be governed by the procedural rules of

the Anti-Doping Organization that initiated and

directed Sample collection (or, if no Sample
collection is involved, the organization which

discovered the violation). If that Anti-Doping
Organization does not have the authority to conduct

results management, then results management

authority shall default to the applicable International

Federation. Regardless of which organization

conducts results management or hearings, the

principles set forth in Articles 7 and 8 shall be

respected and the rules identified in the Introduction

to Part One to be incorporated without substantive

change must be followed.

Doping Control1PART Article 15: Clarification of Doping Control Responsibilities

[Comment to Article 15.3: In some
cases, the procedural rules of the Anti-
Doping Organization which initiated and
directed the Sample collection may
specify that results management will be
handled by another organization (e.g.,
the Athlete's National Federation). In
such event, it shall be the Anti-Doping
Organization's responsibility to confirm
that the other organization's rules are
consistent with the Code.

The Athlete's or other Person's
International Federation has been
made the authority of last resort for
results management to avoid the
possibility that no Anti-Doping
Organization would have authority
to conduct results management. Of
course, an International Federation is
free to provide in its own anti-doping
rules that the Athlete's or other
Person's National Federation shall
conduct results management.]
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15.3.1 Results management and the conduct of

hearings for an anti-doping rule violation

arising from a test by, or discovered by, a

National Anti-Doping Organization involving

an Athlete who is not a national, resident,

license-holder or member of a sport

organization of that country shall be

administered as directed by the rules of the

applicable International Federation. Results

management and the conduct of hearings

from a test by the International Olympic

Committee, the International Paralympic

Committee, or a Major Event Organization,

shall be referred to the applicable

International Federation as far as sanctions

beyond Disqualification from the Event or the

results of the Event. 

[Comment to Article 15.3.1: No absolute
rule is established for managing results
and conducting hearings where a
National Anti-Doping Organization tests
a foreign national Athlete over whom it
would have had no jurisdiction but for
the Athlete's presence in the National
Anti-Doping Organization's country.
Under this Article, it is left to the

International Federation to determine
under its own rules whether, for
example, management of the case
should be referred to the Athlete's
National Anti-Doping Organization,
remain with the Anti-Doping
Organization that collected the
Sample, or be taken over by the
International Federation.]
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15.4 Mutual Recognition

15.4.1 Subject to the right to appeal provided in

Article 13, Testing, therapeutic use exemptions

and hearing results or other final

adjudications of any Signatory which are

consistent with the Code and are within that

Signatory's authority, shall be recognized

and respected by all other Signatories.

15.4.2 Signatories shall recognize the same actions

of other bodies which have not accepted the

Code if the rules of those bodies are

otherwise consistent with the Code.

Doping Control1PART
Article 15: Clarification of Doping Control Responsibilities
Article 16: Doping Control for Animals Competing in Sport
Article 17: Statute of Limitations

[Comment to Article 15.4.2: Where the
decision of a body that has not
accepted the Code is in some
respects Code compliant and in other
respects not Code compliant,
Signatories should attempt to apply
the decision in harmony with the
principles of the Code. For example, if
in a process consistent with the Code
a non-Signatory has found an Athlete
to have committed an anti-doping
rule violation on account of the

presence of a Prohibited Substance
in his body but the period of
Ineligibility applied is shorter than the
period provided for in the Code, then
all Signatories should recognize the
finding of an anti-doping rule
violation and the Athlete's National
Anti-Doping Organization should
conduct a hearing consistent with
Article 8 to determine whether the
longer period of Ineligibility provided
in the Code should be imposed.]

[Comment to Article 15.4.1: There has
in the past been some confusion in
the interpretation of this Article with
regard to therapeutic use
exemptions. Unless provided
otherwise by the rules of an

International Federation or an
agreement with an International
Federation, National Anti-Doping
Organizations do not have "authority"
to grant therapeutic use exemptions
to International-Level Athletes.]
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ARTICLE 16: DOPING CONTROL FOR 
ANIMALS COMPETING IN SPORT

16.1 In any sport that includes animals in Competition, the

International Federation for that sport shall establish

and implement anti-doping rules for the animals

included in that sport. The anti-doping rules shall

include a list of Prohibited Substances, appropriate

Testing procedures and a list of approved

laboratories for Sample analysis.

16.2 With respect to determining anti-doping rule violations,

results management, fair hearings, Consequences,

and appeals for animals involved in sport, the

International Federation for that sport shall establish

and implement rules that are generally consistent with

Articles 1, 2, 3, 9, 10, 11, 13 and 17 of the Code.

ARTICLE 17: STATUTE OF LIMITATIONS

No action may be commenced against an Athlete or other

Person for an anti-doping rule violation contained in the Code
unless such action is commenced within eight (8) years from

the date the violation is asserted to have occurred. 
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Doping Control1PART



PART TWO:

EDUCATION

AND RESEARCH
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ARTICLE 18: EDUCATION

18.1 Basic Principle and Primary Goal

The basic principle for information and education

programs for doping-free sport is to preserve the

spirit of sport, as described in the Introduction to the

Code, from being undermined by doping. The primary

goal of such programs is prevention. The objective

shall be to prevent the intentional or unintentional

Use by Athletes of Prohibited Substances and

Prohibited Methods.

All Signatories shall within their means and scope of

responsibility and in cooperation with each other,

plan, implement, evaluate and monitor information

and education programs for doping-free sport.

18.2 Programs and Activities

These programs shall provide Athletes and other

Persons with updated and accurate information on at

least the following issues: 

Education & Research2PART Article 18: Education

[Comment to Article 18.2: Anti-
doping informational and educational
programs should not be limited to
national- or International-Level
Athletes but should include all
Persons, including youth, who
participate in sport under the
authority of any Signatory,
government or other sports

organization accepting the Code.
(See definition of Athlete.) These
programs should also include
Athlete Support Personnel.

These principles are consistent
with the UNESCO Convention with
respect to education and training.]
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•  Substances and methods on the Prohibited List

•  Anti-doping rule violations

• Consequences of doping, including sanctions,

health and social consequences

•  Doping Control procedures

•  Athletes' and Athlete Support Personnel’s rights

and responsibilities

•  Therapeutic use exemptions

•  Managing the risks of nutritional supplements

•  Harm of doping to the spirit of sport

The programs should promote the spirit of sport in

order to establish an environment that is strongly

conducive to doping-free sport and will have a

positive and long-term influence on the choices made

by Athletes and other Persons.

These programs should be directed at young people,

appropriate to their stage of development, in school

and sports clubs, parents, adult athletes, sport

officials, coaches, medical personnel and the media.

(The media should also cooperate in supporting and

diffusing this information.)

Athlete Support Personnel should educate and

counsel Athletes regarding anti-doping policies and

rules adopted pursuant to the Code.

All Signatories shall promote and support active

participation by Athletes and Athlete Support Personnel
in education programs for doping-free sport.
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18.3 Professional Codes of Conduct

All Signatories shall cooperate with each other and

governments to encourage relevant, competent

professional associations and institutions to develop

and implement appropriate Codes of Conduct, good

practice and ethics related to sport practice

regarding anti-doping, as well as sanctions, which

are consistent with the Code.

18.4 Coordination and Cooperation

WADA shall act as a central clearinghouse for

informational and educational resources and/or programs

developed by WADA or Anti-Doping Organizations.

All Signatories and Athletes and other Persons shall

cooperate with each other and governments to

coordinate their efforts in anti-doping information

and education in order to share experience and

ensure the effectiveness of these programs in

preventing doping in sport. 

Education & Research2PART Article 18: Education
Article 19: Research
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ARTICLE 19: RESEARCH

19.1 Purpose and Aims of Anti-Doping Research

Anti-doping research contributes to the development

and implementation of efficient programs within

Doping Control and to information and education

regarding doping-free sport. 

All Signatories shall, in cooperation with each other

and governments, encourage and promote such

research and take all reasonable measures to ensure

that the results of such research are used for the

promotion of the goals that are consistent with the

principles of the Code.

19.2 Types of Research

Relevant anti-doping research may include, for

example, sociological, behavioral, juridical and

ethical studies in addition to medical, analytical and

physiological investigation. Studies on devising and

evaluating the efficacy of scientifically-based

physiological and psychological training programs

that are consistent with the principles of the Code and

respectful of the integrity of the human subjects, as

well as studies on the Use of emerging substances or

methods resulting from scientific developments

should be conducted.

19.3 Coordination of Research and Sharing of Results

Coordination of anti-doping research through WADA is

encouraged. Subject to intellectual property rights,

copies of anti-doping research results should be

provided to WADA and, where appropriate, shared with

relevant Signatories and Athletes and other Persons. 
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19.4 Research Practices

Anti-doping research shall comply with inter-

nationally-recognized ethical practices.

19.5 Research Using Prohibited Substances
and Prohibited Methods

Research efforts should avoid the administration

of Prohibited Substances or Prohibited Methods

to Athletes.

19.6 Misuse of Results

Adequate precautions should be taken so that the

results of anti-doping research are not misused and

applied for doping. 

Education & Research2PART Article 19: Research



PART THREE:

ROLES AND

RESPONSIBILITIES

All Signatories shall act in a spirit of partnership

and collaboration in order to ensure the success

of the fight against doping in sport and the

respect of the Code.

[Comment: Responsibilities for
Signatories and Athletes or
other Persons are addressed
in various Articles in the Code

and the responsibilities listed
in this part are additional to
these responsibilities.]
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ARTICLE 20: ADDITIONAL ROLES 
AND RESPONSIBILITIES 
OF SIGNATORIES

20.1 Roles and Responsibilities of the
International Olympic Committee

20.1.1 To adopt and implement anti-doping policies

and rules for the Olympic Games which

conform with the Code.

20.1.2 To require as a condition of recognition by the

International Olympic Committee, that

International Federations within the Olympic

Movement are in compliance with the Code. 

20.1.3 To withhold some or all Olympic funding of

sport organizations that are not in compliance

with the Code. 

20.1.4 To take appropriate action to discourage

noncompliance with the Code as provided in

Article 23.5.

20.1.5 To authorize and facilitate the Independent
Observer Program.

20.1.6 To require all Athletes and each Athlete Support
Personnel who participates as coach, trainer,

manager, team staff, official, medical or

paramedical personnel in the Olympic Games

to agree to be bound by anti-doping rules in

conformity with the Code as a condition of such

participation.

20.1.7 To vigorously pursue all potential anti-doping

rule violations within its jurisdiction including

Roles &
Responsibilities3PART Article 20: Additional Roles and Responsibilities of Signatories
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investigation into whether Athlete Support
Personnel or other Persons may have been

involved in each case of doping. 

20.1.8 To accept bids for the Olympic Games only from

countries where the government has ratified,

accepted, approved or acceded to the UNESCO
Convention and the National Olympic
Committee, National Paralympic Committee

and National Anti-Doping Organization are in

compliance with the Code. 

20.1.9 To promote anti-doping education.

20.1.10 To cooperate with relevant national

organizations and agencies and other

Anti-Doping Organizations. 

20.2 Roles and Responsibilities of the
International Paralympic Committee

20.2.1 To adopt and implement anti-doping policies

and rules for the Paralympic Games which

conform with the Code.

20.2.2 To require as a condition of recognition by the

International Paralympic Committee, that

National Paralympic Committees within the

Paralympic Movement are in compliance with

the Code.

20.2.3 To withhold some or all Paralympic funding of

sport organizations that are not in compliance

with the Code.

20.2.4 To take appropriate action to discourage

noncompliance with the Code as provided in

Article 23.5. 
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20.2.5 To authorize and facilitate the Independent
Observer Program.

20.2.6 To require all Athletes and each Athlete Support
Personnel who participates as coach, trainer,

manager, team staff, official, medical or

paramedical personnel in the Paralympic

Games to agree to be bound by anti-doping

rules in conformity with the Code as a condition

of such participation.

20.2.7 To vigorously pursue all potential anti-doping

rule violations within its jurisdiction including

investigation into whether Athlete Support
Personnel or other Persons may have been

involved in each case of doping.

20.2.8 To promote anti-doping education.

20.2.9 To cooperate with relevant national

organizations and agencies and other Anti-
Doping Organizations. 

20.3 Roles and Responsibilities of International Federations

20.3.1 To adopt and implement anti-doping policies

and rules which conform with the Code. 

20.3.2 To require as a condition of membership that

the policies, rules and programs of National

Federations are in compliance with the Code. 

20.3.3 To require all Athletes and each Athlete Support
Personnel who participates as coach, trainer,

manager, team staff, official, medical or

paramedical personnel in a Competition or

activity authorized or organized by the

International Federation or one of its member

organizations to agree to be bound by anti-

Roles &
Responsibilities3PART Article 20: Additional Roles and Responsibilities of Signatories
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doping rules in conformity with the Code as a

condition of such participation.

20.3.4 To require Athletes who are not regular

members of the International Federation or one

of its member National Federations to be

available for Sample collection and to provide

accurate and up-to-date whereabouts information

as part of the International Federation’s

Registered Testing Pool consistent with the

conditions for eligibility established by the

International Federation or, as applicable, the

Major Event Organization.

20.3.5 To require each of its National Federations to

establish rules requiring all Athletes and each

Athlete Support Personnel who participates as

coach, trainer, manager, team staff, official,

medical or paramedical personnel in a

Competition or activity authorized or organized

by a National Federation or one of its member

organizations to agree to be bound by anti-

doping rules in conformity with the Code as a

condition of such participation.

20.3.6 To take appropriate action to discourage

noncompliance with the Code as provided in

Article 23.5.

20.3.7 To authorize and facilitate the Independent
Observer Program at International Events. 

20.3.8 To withhold some or all funding to its member

National Federations that are not in compliance

with the Code.

20.3.9 To vigorously pursue all potential anti-doping

[Comment to Article 20.3.4:
This would include, for example,

Athletes from professional
leagues.]
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rule violations within its jurisdiction including

investigation into whether Athlete Support
Personnel or other Persons may have been

involved in each case of doping.

20.3.10 After 1 January 2010, to do everything possible

to award World Championships only to

countries where the government has ratified,

accepted, approved or acceded to the UNESCO
Convention and the National Olympic
Committee, National Paralympic Committee

and National Anti-Doping Organization are in

compliance with the Code.

20.3.11 To promote anti-doping education.

20.3.12 To cooperate with relevant national organizations

and agencies and other Anti-Doping
Organizations. 

20.4 Roles and Responsibilities of National Olympic
Committees and National Paralympic Committees

20.4.1 To ensure that their anti-doping policies and

rules conform with the Code.

20.4.2 To require as a condition of membership or

recognition that National Federations' anti-

doping policies and rules are in compliance with

the applicable provisions of the Code.

20.4.3 To require Athletes who are not regular

members of a National Federation to be

available for Sample collection and to provide

accurate and up-to-date whereabouts

information as part of the National Registered
Testing Pool during the year before the Olympic

Roles &
Responsibilities3PART Article 20: Additional Roles and Responsibilities of Signatories
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Games and Paralympic Games as a condition of

participation in the Olympic Games and

Paralympic Games.

20.4.4 To cooperate with their National Anti-Doping
Organization.

20.4.5 To require each of its National Federations to

establish rules requiring each Athlete Support
Personnel who participates as coach, trainer,

manager, team staff, official, medical or para-

medical personnel in a Competition or activity

authorized or organized by a National Federation

or one of its member organizations to agree to be

bound by anti-doping rules in conformity with the

Code as a condition of such participation.

20.4.6 To withhold some or all funding, during any

period of his or her Ineligibility, to any Athlete or

Athlete Support Personnel who has violated

anti-doping rules. 

20.4.7 To withhold some or all funding to its member

or recognized National Federations that are not

in compliance with the Code.

20.4.8 To vigorously pursue all potential anti-doping

rule violations within its jurisdiction including

investigation into whether Athlete Support
Personnel or other Persons may have been

involved in each case of doping.

20.4.9 To promote anti-doping education.

20.4.10 To cooperate with relevant national organizations

and agencies and other Anti-Doping Organizations. 
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20.5 Roles and Responsibilities of
National Anti-Doping Organizations

20.5.1 To adopt and implement anti-doping rules and

polices which conform with the Code.

20.5.2 To cooperate with other relevant national

organizations and agencies and other Anti-
Doping Organizations. 

20.5.3 To encourage reciprocal Testing between

National Anti-Doping Organizations.

20.5.4 To promote anti-doping research. 

20.5.5 Where funding is provided, to withhold some or

all funding, during any period of his or her

Ineligibility, to any Athlete or Athlete Support
Personnel who has violated anti-doping rules.

20.5.6 To vigorously pursue all potential anti-doping

rule violations within its jurisdiction including

investigation into whether Athlete Support
Personnel or other Persons may have been

involved in each case of doping.

20.5.7 To promote anti-doping education.

20.6 Roles and Responsibilities of Major Event Organizations

20.6.1 To adopt and implement anti-doping policies

and rules for their Events which conform with

the Code.

20.6.2 To take appropriate action to discourage

noncompliance with the Code as provided in

Article 23.5. 

Roles &
Responsibilities3PART Article 20: Additional Roles and Responsibilities of Signatories
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20.6.3 To authorize and facilitate the Independent
Observer Program.

20.6.4 To require all Athletes and each Athlete Support
Personnel who participates as coach, trainer,

manager, team staff, official, medical or

paramedical personnel in the Event to agree to

be bound by anti-doping rules in conformity with

the Code as a condition of such participation.

20.6.5 To vigorously pursue all potential anti-doping

rule violations within its jurisdiction including

investigation into whether Athlete Support
Personnel or other Persons may have been

involved in each case of doping.

20.6.6 After 1 January 2010, to do everything possible

to award Events only to countries where the

government has ratified, accepted, approved or

acceded to the UNESCO Convention and the

National Olympic Committee, National

Paralympic Committee and National Anti-
Doping Organization are in compliance with the

Code.

20.6.7 To promote anti-doping education.

20.6.8 To cooperate with relevant national

organizations and agencies and other Anti-
Doping Organizations. 

20.7 Roles and Responsibilities of WADA

20.7.1 To adopt and implement policies and

procedures which conform with the Code. 

20.7.2 To monitor Code compliance by Signatories.
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20.7.3 To approve International Standards applicable

to the implementation of the Code.

20.7.4 To accredit and reaccredit laboratories to

conduct Sample analysis or to approve others to

conduct Sample analysis. 

20.7.5 To develop and approve models of best practice.

20.7.6 To promote, conduct, commission, fund and

coordinate anti-doping research and to

promote anti-doping education.

20.7.7 To design and conduct an effective Independent
Observer Program.

20.7.8 To conduct Doping Controls as authorized by

other Anti-Doping Organizations and to

cooperate with relevant national and

international organizations and agencies,

including but not limited to, facilitating inquiries

and investigations. 

ARTICLE 21: ADDITIONAL ROLES AND 
RESPONSIBILITIES OF 
ATHLETES AND OTHER 
PERSONS

21.1 Roles and Responsibilities of Athletes

21.1.1 To be knowledgeable of and comply with all

applicable anti-doping policies and rules

adopted pursuant to the Code.

21.1.2 To be available for Sample collection. 

Roles &
Responsibilities3PART

Article 20: Additional Roles and Responsibilities of Signatories
Article 21: Additional Roles and Responsibiliti of Athletes and other Persons
Article 22: Involvement of Governments
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21.1.3 To take responsibility, in the context of anti-

doping, for what they ingest and use. 

21.1.4 To inform medical personnel of their obligation

not to Use Prohibited Substances and

Prohibited Methods and to take responsibility to

make sure that any medical treatment received

does not violate anti-doping policies and rules

adopted pursuant to the Code.

21.2 Roles and Responsibilities of Athlete Support Personnel

21.2.1 To be knowledgeable of and comply with all

anti-doping policies and rules adopted

pursuant to the Code and which are applicable

to them or the Athletes whom they support.

21.2.2 To cooperate with the Athlete Testing program.

21.2.3 To use their influence on Athlete values and

behavior to foster anti-doping attitudes.

ARTICLE 22: INVOLVEMENT OF GOVERNMENTS

Each government's commitment to the Code will be evidenced

by its signing the Copenhagen Declaration on Anti-Doping in

Sport of March 3, 2003, and by ratifying, accepting, approving

or acceding to the UNESCO Convention. The following Articles

set forth the expectations of the Signatories.

22.1 Each government will take all actions and measures

necessary to comply with the UNESCO Convention.

22.2 Each government will encourage all of its public

services or agencies to share information with Anti-
Doping Organizations which would be useful in the
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fight against doping and where to do so would not

otherwise be legally prohibited.

22.3 Each government will respect arbitration as the

preferred means of resolving doping-related disputes.

22.4 All other governmental involvement with anti-doping

will be brought into harmony with the Code.

22.5 Governments should meet the expectations of this

Article by January 1, 2010.

22.6 Failure by a government to ratify, accept, approve or

accede to the UNESCO Convention by January 1,

2010, or to comply with the UNESCO Convention
thereafter may result in ineligibility to bid for Events
as provided  in Articles 20.1.8 (International Olympic

Committee), 20.3.10 (International Federation),

and 20.6.6 (Major Event Organizations) and may

result in additional consequences, e.g., forfeiture of

offices and positions within WADA; ineligibility or

non-admission of any candidature to hold any

International Event in a  country, cancellation of

International Events; symbolic consequences and

other consequences pursuant to the Olympic Charter.

Roles &
Responsibilities3PART Article 22: Involvement of Governments

[Comment to Article 22: Most
governments cannot be parties to,
or be bound by, private non-
governmental instruments such
as the Code. For that reason,
governments are not asked to be
Signatories to the Code but rather to
sign the Copenhagen Declaration and
ratify, accept, approve or accede to

the UNESCO Convention. Although
the acceptance mechanisms may
be different, the effort to combat
doping through the coordinated and
harmonized program reflected in
the Code is very much a joint effort
between the sport movement
and governments.]



PART FOUR:

ACCEPTANCE,

COMPLIANCE,

MODIFICATION &

INTERPRETATION
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ARTICLE 23: ACCEPTANCE, COMPLIANCE  
AND MODIFICATION

23.1 Acceptance of the Code

23.1.1 The following entities shall be Signatories
accepting the Code: WADA, The International

Olympic Committee, International Federations,

The International Paralympic Committee,

National Olympic Committees, National

Paralympic Committees, Major Event
Organizations, and National Anti-Doping
Organizations. These entities shall accept the

Code by signing a declaration of acceptance

upon approval by each of their respective

governing bodies. 

23.1.2 Other sport organizations that may not be

under the control of a Signatory may, upon

WADA's invitation, also accept the Code.

23.1.3 A list of all acceptances will be made public

by WADA.

Acceptance, Compliance,
Modification & Interpretation4PART Article 23: Acceptance, Compliance, and Modification 

[Comment to Article 23.1.1: Each
accepting Signatory will separately
sign an identical copy of the standard
form common declaration of
acceptance and deliver it to WADA.
The act of acceptance will be as

authorized by the organic documents
of each organization. For example,
an International Federation by its
Congress and WADA by its
Foundation Board.]

[Comment to Article 23.1.2: Those
professional leagues that are not
currently under the jurisdiction of

any government or International
Federation will be encouraged to
accept the Code.]
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23.2 Implementation of the Code

23.2.1 The Signatories shall implement applicable

Code provisions through policies, statutes, rules

or regulations according to their authority and

within their relevant spheres of responsibility.

23.2.2 The following Articles (and corresponding

Comments) as applicable to the scope of the

anti-doping activity which the Anti-Doping
Organization performs must be implemented by

Signatories without substantive change

(allowing for any non-substantive changes to the

language in order to refer to the organization’s

name, sport, section numbers, etc.):

•  Article 1 (Definition of Doping)

•  Article 2 (Anti-Doping Rule Violations)

•  Article 3 (Proof of Doping)

•  Article 4.2.2 (Specified Substances)

•  Article 4.3.3 (WADA’s Determination

of the Prohibited List)

•  Article 7.6 (Retirement from Sport)

•  Article 9 (Automatic Disqualification
of Individual Results)

•  Article 10 (Sanctions on Individuals)

(continued)

[Comment to Article 23.2.2: Nothing in
the Code precludes an Anti-Doping
Organization from adopting and
enforcing its own specific disciplinary
rules for conduct by Athlete Support
Personnel related to doping but
which does not, in and of itself,
constitute an anti-doping rule

violation under the Code. For
example, a National or International
Federation could refuse to renew the
license of a coach when multiple
Athletes have committed anti-doping
rule violations while under that
coach's supervision.]
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•  Article 11 (Consequences to Teams)

•  Article 13 (Appeals) with the exception

of 13.2.2 and 13.5

•  Article 15.4 (Mutual Recognition)

•  Article 17 (Statute of Limitations)

•  Article 24 (Interpretation of the Code)

•  Appendix 1 - Definitions

No additional provision may be added to a

Signatory’s rules which changes the effect of

the Articles enumerated in this Article.

23.2.3 In implementing the Code, the Signatories
are encouraged to use the models of best

practice recommended by WADA. 

23.3 Compliance with the Code

23.3.1 Signatories shall not be considered in

compliance with the Code until they have

accepted and implemented the Code in

accordance with Articles 23.1 and 23.2. They

shall no longer be considered in compliance

once acceptance has been withdrawn.

23.4 Monitoring Compliance with
the Code and UNESCO Convention

23.4.1 Compliance with the Code shall be monitored

by WADA or as otherwise agreed by WADA.

Compliance with the commitments reflected

in the UNESCO Convention will be monitored

as determined by the Conference of Parties

to the UNESCO Convention, following

consultation with the state parties and WADA.

Acceptance, Compliance,
Modification & Interpretation4PART Article 23: Acceptance, Compliance, and Modification 
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WADA shall advise governments on the

implementation of the Code by the Signatories
and shall advise Signatories on the

ratification, acceptance, approval or accession

to the UNESCO Convention by governments.

23.4.2 To facilitate monitoring, each Signatory shall

report to WADA on its compliance with the

Code every second year and shall explain

reasons for noncompliance. 

23.4.3 Failure by a Signatory to provide compliance

information requested by WADA for purposes

of Article 23.4.2, or failure by a Signatory to

submit information to WADA as required by

other articles of the Code, may be considered

noncompliance with the Code.

23.4.4 All WADA compliance reports shall be

approved by the WADA Foundation Board.

WADA shall dialog with a Signatory before

reporting that Signatory noncompliant. Any

WADA report which concludes that a

Signatory is noncompliant must be approved

by the WADA Foundation Board at a meeting

held after the Signatory has been given an

opportunity to submit its written arguments

to the Foundation Board. The conclusion by

the WADA Foundation Board that a Signatory
is noncompliant may be appealed pursuant

to Article 13.5.

23.4.5 WADA shall make reports on compliance to

the International Olympic Committee, the

International Paralympic Committee,

International Federations, and Major Event
Organizations. These reports shall also be

made available to the public.
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23.4.6 WADA shall consider explanations for

noncompliance and, in extraordinary situations,

may recommend to the International Olympic

Committee, International Paralympic Committee,

International Federations, and Major Event
Organizations that they provisionally excuse the

noncompliance.

23.5 Additional Consequences of a Signatory’s
Noncompliance with the Code

Noncompliance with the Code by any Signatory may

result in consequences in addition to ineligibility to

bid for Events as set forth in Articles 20.1.8

(International Olympic Committee), 20.3.10

(International Federations) and 20.6.6 (Major Event
Organizations), for example: forfeiture of offices and

positions within WADA; ineligibility or non-admission

of any candidature to hold any International Event in a

country; cancellation of International Events;

symbolic consequences and other consequences

pursuant to the Olympic Charter.

The imposition of such consequences may be

appealed to CAS by the affected Signatory pursuant

to Article 13.5.

Acceptance, Compliance,
Modification & Interpretation4PART Article 23: Acceptance, Compliance, and Modification 

[Comment to Article 23.4.6: WADA
recognizes that amongst Signatories
and governments, there will be
significant differences in anti-doping
experience, resources, and the legal

context in which anti-doping
activities are carried out. In
considering whether an organization
is compliant, WADA will consider
these differences.]
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23.6 Modification of the Code

23.6.1 WADA shall be responsible for overseeing

the evolution and improvement of the

Code. Athletes and all Signatories and

governments shall be invited to participate in

such process. 

23.6.2 WADA shall initiate proposed amendments to

the Code and shall ensure a consultative

process to both receive and respond to

recommendations and to facilitate review

and feedback from Athletes, Signatories and

governments on recommended amendments.

23.6.3 Amendments to the Code shall, after

appropriate consultation, be approved by a

two-thirds majority of the WADA Foundation

Board including a majority of both the public

sector and Olympic Movement members

casting votes. Amendments shall, unless

provided otherwise, go into effect three (3)

months after such approval. 

23.6.4 Signatories shall modify their rules to

incorporate the 2009 Code on or before

January 1, 2009, to take effect on January 1,

2009. Signatories shall implement any

subsequent applicable amendment to the

Code within one (1) year of approval by the

WADA Foundation Board. 

23.7 Withdrawal of Acceptance of the Code

Signatories may withdraw acceptance of the Code
after providing WADA six-month written notice of

their intent to withdraw.
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ARTICLE 24: INTERPRETATION OF THE CODE

24.1 The official text of the Code shall be maintained by

WADA and shall be published in English and French.

In the event of any conflict between the English and

French versions, the English version shall prevail.

24.2 The comments annotating various provisions of the

Code shall be used to interpret the Code.

24.3 The Code shall be interpreted as an independent and

autonomous text and not by reference to the existing

law or statutes of the Signatories or governments.

24.4 The headings used for the various Parts and Articles

of the Code are for convenience only and shall not be

deemed part of the substance of the Code or to affect

in any way the language of the provisions to which

they refer.

24.5 The Code shall not apply retrospectively to matters

pending before the date the Code is accepted by a

Signatory and implemented in its rules. However,

pre-Code anti-doping rule violations would continue

to count as "First violations" or "Second violations"

for purposes of determining sanctions under

Article 10 for subsequent post-Code violations.

24.6 The Purpose, Scope and Organization of the World

Anti-Doping Program and the Code and APPENDIX I -

DEFINITIONS shall be considered integral parts of

the Code.

Acceptance, Compliance,
Modification & Interpretation4PART Article 24: Interpretation of the Code

Article 25: Transitional Provisions
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ARTICLE 25: TRANSITIONAL PROVISIONS

25.1 General Application of the 2009 Code

The 2009 Code shall apply in full after January 1, 2009

(the “Effective Date”).

25.2 Non-Retroactive Unless Principle of "Lex Mitior" Applies

With respect to any anti-doping rule violation case

which is pending as of the Effective Date and any anti-

doping rule violation case brought after the Effective

Date based on an anti-doping rule violation which

occurred prior to the Effective Date, the case shall be

governed by the substantive anti-doping rules in

effect at the time the alleged anti-doping rule

violation occurred unless the panel hearing the case

determines the principle of "lex mitior" appropriately

applies under the circumstances of the case.

25.3 Application to Decisions Rendered Prior to the 2009 Code

With respect to cases where a final decision finding

an anti-doping rule violation has been rendered prior

to the Effective Date, but the Athlete or other Person
is still serving the period of Ineligibility as of the

Effective Date, the Athlete or other Person may apply

to the Anti-Doping Organization which had results

management responsibility for the anti-doping rule

violation to consider a reduction in the period of

Ineligibility in light of the 2009 Code. Such application

must be made before the period of Ineligibility has

expired. The decision rendered by the Anti-Doping
Organization may be appealed pursuant to Article

13.2. The 2009 Code shall have no application to any

anti-doping rule violation case where a final decision

finding an anti-doping rule violation has been

rendered and the period of Ineligibility has expired.
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25.4 Application to Specific Pre-Code Violations

For purposes of applying Article 10.7.1, a pre-Code
anti-doping rule violation where the violation involved

a substance which is categorized as a Specified

Substance under the 2009 Code and the period of

Ineligibility imposed was less than two (2) years, the

pre-Code violation shall be considered a Reduced

Sanction (RS).

25.5 Additional Code Amendments

Any additional Code Amendments shall go into

effect as provided in Article 23.6.

Acceptance, Compliance,
Modification & Interpretation4PART Article 25: Transitional Provisions

[Comment to Article 25.4: Other than
the situation described in Article 25.3,
where a final decision finding an
anti-doping rule violation has been
rendered prior to the Code or under

the Code before the 2009 Code and
the period of Ineligibility imposed
has been completely served, the
2009 Code may not be used to
re-characterize the prior violation.]



APPENDIX ONE:

DEFINITIONS
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APPENDIX 1: DEFINITIONS

ADAMS: The Anti-Doping Administration and Management

System is a Web-based database management tool for data

entry, storage, sharing, and reporting designed to assist

stakeholders and WADA in their anti-doping operations in

conjunction with data protection legislation.

Adverse Analytical Finding: A report from a laboratory or

other WADA-approved entity that, consistent with the

International Standard for Laboratories and related

Technical Documents, identifies in a Sample the presence

of a Prohibited Substance or its Metabolites or Markers

(including elevated quantities of endogenous substances)

or evidence of the Use of a Prohibited Method. 

Anti-Doping Organization: A Signatory that is responsible for

adopting rules for initiating, implementing or enforcing any

part of the Doping Control process. This includes, for

example, the International Olympic Committee, the

International Paralympic Committee, other Major Event
Organizations that conduct Testing at their Events, WADA,

International Federations, and National Anti-Doping
Organizations.

Athlete: Any Person who participates in sport at the

international level (as defined by each International

Federation), the national level (as defined by each National
Anti-Doping Organization, including but not limited to those

Persons in its Registered Testing Pool), and any other

competitor in sport who is otherwise subject to the

jurisdiction of any Signatory or other sports organization

accepting the Code. All provisions of the Code, including, for

example, Testing and therapeutic use exemptions, must be

applied to international- and national-level competitors.

Some National Anti-Doping Organizations may elect to test

and apply anti-doping rules to recreational-level or masters

Definitions1APPENDIX
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competitors who are not current or potential national

caliber competitors. National Anti-Doping Organizations

are not required, however, to apply all aspects of the Code
to such Persons. Specific national rules may be established

for Doping Control for non-international-level or non-

national-level competitors without being in conflict with the

Code. Thus, a country could elect to test recreational-level

competitors but not require therapeutic use exemptions or

whereabouts information. In the same manner, a Major
Event Organization holding an Event only for masters-level

competitors could elect to test the competitors but not

require advance therapeutic use exemptions or

whereabouts information. For purposes of Article 2.8

(Administration or Attempted Administration) and for

purposes of anti-doping information and education, any

Person who participates in sport under the authority of any

Signatory, government, or other sports organization

accepting the Code is an Athlete.

[Comment to Athlete: This definition
makes it clear that all international-
and national-caliber athletes are
subject to the anti-doping rules of the
Code, with the precise definitions of
international- and national-level
sport to be set forth in the anti-doping
rules of the International Federations
and National Anti-Doping
Organizations, respectively. At the
national level, anti-doping rules
adopted pursuant to the Code shall
apply, at a minimum, to all persons
on national teams and all persons
qualified to compete in any national

championship in any sport. That
does not mean, however, that all
such Athletes must be included in
a National Anti-Doping Organization's
Registered Testing Pool. The
definition also allows each
National Anti-Doping Organization,
if it chooses to do so, to expand
its anti-doping program beyond
national-caliber athletes to
competitors at lower levels of
competition. Competitors at all
levels of competition should
receive the benefit of anti-doping
information and education.]
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Athlete Support Personnel: Any coach, trainer, manager, agent,

team staff, official, medical, paramedical personnel, parent or

any other Person working with, treating or assisting an Athlete
participating in or preparing for sports Competition.

Attempt: Purposely engaging in conduct that constitutes a

substantial step in a course of conduct planned to

culminate in the commission of an anti-doping rule

violation. Provided, however, there shall be no anti-doping

rule violation based solely on an Attempt to commit a

violation if the Person renounces the Attempt prior to it

being discovered by a third party not involved in the Attempt.

Atypical Finding: A report from a laboratory or other WADA-

approved entity which requires further investigation as

provided by the International Standard for Laboratories or

related Technical Documents prior to the determination of

an Adverse Analytical Finding.

CAS: The Court of Arbitration for Sport.

Code: The World Anti-Doping Code.

Competition: A single race, match, game or singular athletic

contest. For example, a basketball game or the finals of the

Olympic 100-meter race in athletics. For stage races and

other athletic contests where prizes are awarded on a daily

or other interim basis the distinction between a

Competition and an Event will be as provided in the rules of

the applicable International Federation.

Consequences of Anti-Doping Rules Violations: An Athlete's

or other Person's violation of an anti-doping rule may result

in one or more of the following: (a) Disqualification means

the Athlete’s results in a particular Competition or Event
are invalidated, with all resulting Consequences including

forfeiture of any medals, points and prizes; (b) Ineligibility
means the Athlete or other Person is barred for a specified

period of time from participating in any Competition or

Definitions1APPENDIX
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other activity or funding as provided in Article 10.9; and

(c) Provisional Suspension means the Athlete or other

Person is barred temporarily from participating in any

Competition prior to the final decision at a hearing

conducted under Article 8 (Right to a Fair Hearing).

Disqualification: See Consequences of Anti-Doping Rules
Violations above.

Doping Control: All steps and processes from test

distribution planning through to ultimate disposition of any

appeal including all steps and processes in between such

as provision of whereabouts information, Sample collection

and handling, laboratory analysis, therapeutic use

exemptions, results management and hearings.

Event: A series of individual Competitions conducted

together under one ruling body (e.g., the Olympic Games,

FINA World Championships, or Pan American Games).

Event Period: The time between the beginning and end of an

Event, as established by the ruling body of the Event. 

In-Competition: Unless provided otherwise in the rules of an

International Federation or other relevant Anti-Doping
Organization, “In-Competition” means the period

commencing twelve hours before a Competition in which

the Athlete is scheduled to participate through the end of

such Competition and the Sample collection process

related to such Competition.

Independent Observer Program: A team of observers, under

the supervision of WADA, who observe and may provide

guidance on the Doping Control process at certain Events
and report on their observations. 

Ineligibility: See Consequences of Anti-Doping Rules
Violations, above.
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Individual Sport: Any sport that is not a Team Sport.

International Event: An Event where the International

Olympic Committee, the International Paralympic

Committee, an International Federation, a Major Event
Organization, or another international sport organization is

the ruling body for the Event or appoints the technical

officials for the Event.

International-Level Athlete: Athletes designated by one or

more International Federations as being within the

Registered Testing Pool for an International Federation.

International Standard: A standard adopted by WADA in

support of the Code. Compliance with an International
Standard (as opposed to another alternative standard,

practice or procedure) shall be sufficient to conclude that

the procedures addressed by the International Standard
were performed properly. International Standards shall

include any Technical Documents issued pursuant to the

International Standard.

Major Event Organizations: The continental associations of

National Olympic Committees and other international

multi-sport organizations that function as the ruling body

for any continental, regional or other International Event. 

Marker: A compound, group of compounds or biological

parameter(s) that indicates the Use of a Prohibited Substance

or Prohibited Method.

Metabolite: Any substance produced by a biotransformation

process. 

Minor: A natural Person who has not reached the age of

majority as established by the applicable laws of his or her

country of residence. 

Definitions1APPENDIX
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National Anti-Doping Organization: The entity(ies) designated

by each country as possessing the primary authority and

responsibility to adopt and implement anti-doping rules,

direct the collection of Samples, the management of test

results, and the conduct of hearings, all at the national level.

This includes an entity which may be designated by multiple

countries to serve as regional Anti-Doping Organization for

such countries. If this designation has not been made by the

competent public authority(ies), the entity shall be the

country's National Olympic Committee or its designee.

National Event: A sport Event involving international- or

national-level Athletes that is not an International Event.

National Olympic Committee: The organization recognized by

the International Olympic Committee. The term National
Olympic Committee shall also include the National Sport

Confederation in those countries where the National Sport

Confederation assumes typical National Olympic
Committee responsibilities in the anti-doping area.

No Advance Notice: A Doping Control which takes place with

no advance warning to the Athlete and where the Athlete is

continuously chaperoned from the moment of notification

through Sample provision.

No Fault or Negligence: The Athlete's establishing that he or

she did not know or suspect, and could not reasonably have

known or suspected even with the exercise of utmost

caution, that he or she had Used or been administered the

Prohibited Substance or Prohibited Method.

No Significant Fault or Negligence: The Athlete's establishing

that his or her fault or negligence, when viewed in the

totality of the circumstances and taking into account the

criteria for No Fault or Negligence, was not significant in

relationship to the anti-doping rule violation.
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Out-of-Competition: Any Doping Control which is not In-
Competition.

Participant: Any Athlete or Athlete Support Personnel.

Person: A natural Person or an organization or other entity. 

Possession: The actual, physical Possession, or the

constructive Possession (which shall be found only if the

Person has exclusive control over the Prohibited Substance
or Prohibited Method or the premises in which a Prohibited
Substance or Prohibited Method exists); provided, however,

that if the Person does not have exclusive control over the

Prohibited Substance or Prohibited Method or the premises

in which a Prohibited Substance or Prohibited Method exists,

constructive Possession shall only be found if the Person
knew about the presence of the Prohibited Substance or
Prohibited Method and intended to exercise control over it.

Provided, however, there shall be no anti-doping rule violation

based solely on Possession if, prior to receiving notification of

any kind that the Person has committed an anti-doping rule

violation, the Person has taken concrete action

demonstrating that the Person never intended to have

Possession and has renounced Possession by explicitly

declaring it to an Anti-Doping Organization. Notwithstanding

anything to the contrary in this definition, the purchase

(including by any electronic or other means) of a Prohibited
Substance or Prohibited Method constitutes Possession by

the Person who makes the purchase.

[Comment to Possesion: Under this
definition, steroids found in an
Athlete's car would constitute a
violation unless the Athlete
establishes that someone else used
the car; in that event, the Anti-Doping
Organization must establish that,
even though the Athlete did not have
exclusive control over the car, the
Athlete knew about the steroids and

intended to have control over the
steroids. Similarly, in the example of
steroids found in a home medicine
cabinet under the joint control of an
Athlete and spouse, the Anti-Doping
Organization must establish that the
Athlete knew the steroids were in the
cabinet and that the Athlete intended
to exercise control over the steroids.]

Definitions1APPENDIX



133World Anti-Doping Code • 2009

Prohibited List: The List identifying the Prohibited
Substances and Prohibited Methods.

Prohibited Method: Any method so described on the

Prohibited List.

Prohibited Substance: Any substance so described on the

Prohibited List.

Provisional Hearing: For purposes of Article 7.5, an

expedited abbreviated hearing occurring prior to a hearing

under Article 8 (Right to a Fair Hearing) that provides the

Athlete with notice and an opportunity to be heard in either

written or oral form.

Provisional Suspension: See Consequences of Anti-Doping
Rules Violations above.

Publicly Disclose or Publicly Report: To disseminate or

distribute information to the general public or Persons

beyond those Persons entitled to earlier notification in

accordance with Article 14.

Registered Testing Pool: The pool of top-level Athletes

established separately by each International Federation and

National Anti-Doping Organization who are subject to both

In-Competition and Out-of-Competition Testing as part of

that International Federation's or National Anti-Doping
Organization's test distribution plan. Each International

Federation shall publish a list which identifies those

Athletes included in its Registered Testing Pool either by

name or by clearly defined, specific criteria.

Sample or Specimen: Any biological material collected for

the purposes of Doping Control.

[Comment to Sample or Specimen: It
has sometimes been claimed that the
collection of blood Samples violates the

tenets of certain religious or cultural
groups. It has been determined that
there is no basis for any such claim.]
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Signatories: Those entities signing the Code and agreeing to

comply with the Code, including the International Olympic

Committee, International Federations, International Paralympic

Committee, National Olympic Committees, National

Paralympic Committees, Major Event Organizations, National
Anti-Doping Organizations, and WADA.

Substantial Assistance: For purposes of Article 10.5.3, a

Person providing Substantial Assistance must: (1) fully

disclose in a signed written statement all information he or

she possesses in relation to anti-doping rule violations, and

(2) fully cooperate with the investigation and adjudication of

any case related to that information, including, for example,

presenting testimony at a hearing if requested to do so by

an Anti-Doping Organization or hearing panel. Further, the

information provided must be credible and must comprise

an important part of any case which is initiated or, if no case

is initiated, must have provided a sufficient basis on which a

case could have been brought.

Tampering: Altering for an improper purpose or in an

improper way; bringing improper influence to bear;

interfering improperly; obstructing, misleading or engaging

in any fraudulent conduct to alter results or prevent normal

procedures from occurring; or providing fraudulent

information to an Anti-Doping Organization. 

Target Testing: Selection of Athletes for Testing where

specific Athletes or groups of Athletes are selected on a

non-random basis for Testing at a specified time.

Team Sport: A sport in which the substitution of players is

permitted during a Competition.

Testing: The parts of the Doping Control process involving

test distribution planning, Sample collection, Sample
handling, and Sample transport to the laboratory.

Definitions1APPENDIX
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Trafficking: Selling, giving, transporting, sending, delivering

or distributing a Prohibited Substance or Prohibited Method
(either physically or by any electronic or other means) by an

Athlete, Athlete Support Personnel or any other Person
subject to the jurisdiction of an Anti-Doping Organization to
any third party; provided, however, this definition shall not

include the actions of "bona fide" medical personnel

involving a Prohibited Substance used for genuine and legal

therapeutic purposes or other acceptable justification, and

shall not include actions involving Prohibited Substances

which are not prohibited in Out-of-Competition Testing
unless the circumstances as a whole demonstrate such

Prohibited Substances are not intended for genuine and

legal therapeutic purposes. 

UNESCO Convention: The International Convention against

Doping in Sport adopted by the 33rd session of the UNESCO

General Conference on October 19, 2005 including any and

all amendments adopted by the States Parties to the

Convention and the Conference of Parties to the

International Convention against Doping in Sport.

Use: The utilization, application, ingestion, injection or

consumption by any means whatsoever of any Prohibited
Substance or Prohibited Method.

WADA: The World Anti-Doping Agency.
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NOTES




